COMMONWEAL

The Juvenile Justice Program

(415) 388-6666 ( www.commonweal.org

November 10,  2008
GOVERNOR ASKS LAWMAKERS IN SPECIAL SESSION TO RE-ALIGN & REDUCE JUVENILE PROBATION FUNDS


State funds for local juvenile justice programs—relatively well protected in the FY 08-09 Budget signed in September— would be realigned and reduced under a new mid-year budget proposal submitted by the Governor last week to lawmakers in a special November budget session.  
To deal with revenue shortfalls, the Governor wants legislators to adopt $5 billion in revenue increases and $ 5 billion in mid-year spending cuts.  He proposes a sales tax increase (up 1.5%), other tax hikes and new cuts in spending for education, health and other state-funded programs.  

Under the Governor’s new plan, Schiff Cardenas Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA) funds and  Juvenile Probation Camp funds  (JPCF) would be weaned away from General Fund reliance and shifted to permanent support from Vehicle License Fee (VLF) funds. The Governor describes this as a stable and permanent funding source for “high-priority public safety programs”.  At the same time, the Governor seeks to reduce net state FY 08/09 appropriations for juvenile probation grants, cutting $14 million from the JJCPA and $34 million from JPCF.
Juvenile Justice realignment block grants for Division of Juvenile Justice cases shifted by SB  81 are exempted from the Governor’s proposed mid year cuts.  The FY 08/09  Youthful Offender Block Grant fund level of $66 million statewide for SB 81 would remain in tact as would the planned increase in “Youthful Offender Block Grant” funds to $ 92 million next year.

As analyzed by the Chief Probation Officer’s of California (CPOC), the spending adjustments proposed by the Governor for selected state-supported juvenile justice programs are as follows:
	Program area
	FY 08/09 Budget

(September 2008)
	Proposed Revision 

(FY 08/09 Budget)
	Proposed Revision 

(FY 09/10 Budget)

	Schiff Cardenas Juvenile
Justice Crime Prevention Act
	$ 107 million
	$ 93 million
	$ 95 million

	Juvenile Probation Funds
	$ 152 million
	$ 132 million
	$ 135 million

	Juvenile Probation Camps
	$ 29 million
	$ 15 million
	 0

	SB 81 (Realignment) Funding
	$ 66 million
	$ 66 million
	$ 92 million


These Governor’s proposals for new revenue and reduced spending must be approved by the Legislature which has only until November 30 to act under the state Constitution. So far, Republican leaders have rejected the Governor’s call for the tax increases included in his new budget proposal. That proposal also includes provisions designed to reduce adult corrections spending by cutting prison and parole populations—provisions which the Republicans have staunchly refused to support.   It remains to be seen whether the Governor can come up with some strategy to persuade lawmakers to agree on these or other elements of his new budget package.

