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COMMONWEAL

The Juvenile Justice Program
March 13, 2009
To:       California public and private juvenile justice & youth serving agencies

From:  David Steinhart
RE: 
 ACCESS TO FEDERAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE RECOVERY ACT FUNDS


We have received questions from many sides about access to federal Recovery Act funds for criminal justice programs and agencies in California.   Here is some basic information on the funds available, eligibility to receive them and application procedures.  The information is focused on the new Byrne Justice Assistance Grant stimulus fund grants for law enforcement and criminal justice programs.  Other Recovery Act criminal justice fund opportunities are listed briefly at the end of this memo.

These funds will be committed and will move quickly. Prospective applicants are encouraged to take immediate steps to confirm eligibility to apply and application deadlines. In some cases, applications must meet advance federal registration requirements as noted below. 
BYRNE JAG FORMULA GRANTS:  $ 225 MILLION TO CALIFORNIA
Stimulus funds overview 

The federal Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) Program distributes funds to states and local units of government. The Recovery Act adds $ 2 billion in stimulus dollars nationally for Byrne JAG grant s for 2009.  The share of these funds allocated to California is $ 225 million, to be distributed as follows:

· State share. 60 % ($136 million) will be distributed by the state to recipients selected by the state administrative agency for Byrne grants, which is the Office of Emergency Services (OES, recently consolidated into a new superagency named the California Emergency Management Agency or CalEMA).  

· Local unit of government share. 40 % ($90 million) goes to cities and counties based on a local allocation formula pre-determined by the federal Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA).  The funds are paid directly to eligible cities and counties by the federal administrative agency (the Bureau of Justice Assistance or BJA). Cities and counties then decide how to spend their allocation to meet the requirements and scope of Byrne JAG grants.  California city/county allocations are listed at: www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recoveryJAG/recoveryallocations.html
Uses of funds

Grant funds must be dedicated to one of seven purpose areas identified for JAG grants in the Recovery Act, as follows:

· Law enforcement programs
· Prosecution and court programs

· Prevention and education programs

· Corrections and community corrections programs

· Drug treatment and enforcement programs

· Planning, evaluation and technology improvement programs

· Crime victim and witness programs (other than compensation)

In addition, Byrne grants under the Recovery Act should address one or more of the major Recovery Act goals (job creation, technological improvement, other areas designated in the Act). More information on this can be found at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recoveryJAG/recoveryjag.html
Application and distribution process

· State formula grant funds ($ 136 million):   Here is what CalEMA has to say about these grants as of the date of this memorandum:  CalEMA is working on a funding allocation plan for the stimulus monies. To date, no final decisions have been made.  As soon as a plan is approved, the information will be available on its website at www.oes.ca.gov. If your agency has a project that you would like CalEMA to consider, please email a concept paper and budget to wendy.tully@oes.ca.gov.”

· Local unit of government grants. The $ 90 million allocable directly to cities and counties in California is paid directly by BJA to eligible cities and counties. See the California local unit of government allocation website allocation list cited above.

Applicants for these funds must have what is known as  a “DUNS” number from Dun and Bradstreet and must be registered with the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database. Go to www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJArecovery/recoveryact/html for additional details.

Timelines
Applications due May 18.  Letters of approval from governing bodies due April 18. 

Further information from OES/EMA:  Contacts are Gwen Durling (916) 324-9166, Cheryl McCorkle (916 324-9200).

BRYNE COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM ($225 MILLION NATIONALLY)
Overview

A special pot of stimulus funds is set aside for competitive criminal justice grants meeting Recovery Act goals ($225 million). These funds will be awarded directly by the federal Bureau of Justice Assistance to applications on a competitive and no-match-required basis.  Applicants may be national, state, regional, local and public or private agencies including non-profit, faith-based and community organizations. The grants are intended overall to improve the capacity of criminal justice systems, while also meeting general Recovery Act goals. The Congressional Conference committee report on this part of the Recovery Act identifies “at risk children and youth” as in intended target service group (the report states, in part: that funds shall be used for  competitive, peer-reviewed grants to units of State, local, and tribal government, and to national, regional, and local non-profit organizations to prevent crime, improve the administration of justice, provide services to victims of crime, support critical nurturing and mentoring of at-risk children and youth, and for other similar activities;”. 
Application process

BJA is poised to announce solicitations and submission deadlines for these competitive grants around March 19.

Agencies planning to respond should begin by meeting several specific federal registration requirements including:

· Register with grants.gov (www.grants.ojp.usdoj.gov)

· File an application with OJP’s Grants Management System www.grants.ojp.usdoj.gov
· Obtain a DUNS number (universal ID for federal grantees (www.fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do
· Register with Central Contractor Registration database at www.ccr.gov
Further information

Application requirements are detailed on line at: www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/solicitationrequirements.htm
OTHER CRIMINAL JUSTICE FUNDING IN THE RECOVERY ACT
In addition to the Byrne grants above. The Recovery Act augments funds for several other federally funded criminal justice programs. These are listed below.

· Victim Compensation and Assistance ($100 million nationally).

These are formula grant funds distributed to states for victim compensation ($47.5 million) and victim assistance programs ($47.5 million).  They are distributed directly by the federal Office of Justice Programs (OJP) to states. Another $5 million will be awarded by OJP as discretionary grants for training, TA and demonstration projects. For additional information:  www./ojp.gov/ovc/fund/Recoveryfunds.html.

· COPS (Community Oriented Policing Services) and CHRP (Hiring Recovery Program) ($ 1 billion nationally). 

These Recovery funds are dedicated to job creation and hiring of police and other law enforcement officers under the COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) at the US Department of Justice. The goal is to hire 5,500 new law enforcement officers nationally. Grants are made directly through the US Department of Justice.  Grant applications due April 14.  For more information:  www.cops.usdoj.gov.

· Violence Against Women ($ 225 million nationally). Makes available   Further i$175 million for STOP grants and $ 50 million for transitional housing for women who are victims of violence. Further information: can be found at www.ovw.usdoj.gov
· Internet Crimes against Children ($60 million nationally).  Funds Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Forces representing more than 2,000 federal, state and local agencies responding to child victimization and child pornography.  California allocations are pre-determined for the Cities of L.A., San Jose, San Diego and for Sacramento and Fresno Counties. Funds administered by OJJDP. Information: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/Funding/FundingDetail.asp?fi=119
· Other criminal justice stimulus grants are in the Recovery Act for Tribal Law Enforcement (Jail construction) ( $225 million); Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs ($125 million), and Southern Border/ High Intensity Drug Trafficking ($40 million).  To track information on these funds, go to:  www.recovery.gov
