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California Budget Report:

YOUTH CRIME & VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS SURVIVE MID-YEAR BUDGET CUTS, HOLD RECORD SUPPORT LEVELS FOR FY 07/08
By David Steinhart

A sinking economy and shrinking state revenues prompted the Governor and the Legislature to chop approximately $1 billion in mid-year budget cuts from the enacted FY 07-08 state budget.  Youth crime and violence prevention programs, for the most part, ducked this budget ax and survived in tact.  The final tally of state funds for youth crime and violence prevention programs tracked by Commonweal, for the FY 07/08 budget year, is $823 million—a $5 million increase over FY 06-07.

The major appropriations making up the bulk of the $823 million total were:

· After School Education & Safety: $547 million.

· Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act:  $119 m. 
· School safety grants:  $ 100.5 million
In addition, as finally adjusted the  FY 07-08 budget included renewal of the Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction grant funds FY 07-08 at  $29 million, half of which goes to support existing county juvenile justice-mental health programs.

The Governor’s new anti-gang initiative, “CalGRIP”, held on to its FY 07-08 appropriation of $9.5 million for competitive grants to cities, counties and private organizations. Legislators worked with the Governor this year to create the new Office of Gang and Youth Violence Policy, within the Office of Emergency Services (OES), in response to rising public concern about urban gang violence.  The new gang office, headed by former Dept. of Justice violence policy chief  Paul Seave, will administer grants focused on suppression, intervention and prevention strategies.

Facing a projected $14 billion state deficit, the 
Governor has already proposed cuts in some of these 

FY 07-08 appropriations for the FY 08-09 budget 
year. Among these is a proposed 10 percent cut in the Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act. Legislative action on these proposed cuts will be covered in future reports.
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California Youth Crime & Violence Prevention Programs


Juvenile Justice Realignment:  Counties get $24 million in SB 81 funds for shifted youth 
California’s major juvenile justice reform law, SB 81, took effect in September of 2007. The new law prohibits commitments of non-violent youth  (youth having “non 707 (b)” offenses) to the state Division of Juvenile Facilities (formerly, CYA). It provides counties with state funds to pay for local sanctions and services for the shifted caseload.  For FY 07-08, the Youthful Offender Block Grant fund created by SB 81 sends $24 million to counties to support local juvenile offender programs.  This  amount is expected to rise to $66 million next year and to $92 million annually by FY 2009-10. 


California Youth Crime and Violence Prevention Programs

State General Funds: FY 03/04 - FY 07/08  ( in millions of dollars)
	DEPARTMENT
	    PROGRAM
	FY

03/04
	FY

04/05
	FY

05/06
	FY

06/07
	FY

07/08

	Division of Juvenile Justice
	Gang Violence Reduction
	1.6
	1.3
	1.2
	1.2
	1.0

	Division of Juvenile Justice
	Re-entry Challenge Grants
	0
	0
	0
	10.0
	0

	Corrections Standards Authority
	Proud Parenting (replaced Young Men as Fathers in 2005)
	.9
	.9
	.8
	.8
	.8

	Corrections Standards Authority
	Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (Schiff- Cardenas)
	100.0
	100.0
	63.1
	119.0
	119.0

	Corrections Standards Authority
	Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR)—Juvenile
	0
	0
	0
	22.3
	14.8

	Corrections Standards Authority
	Probation pilot projects
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10.0

	Office of Emergency Services
	CalGRIP gang violence reduction grants
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9.5

	Office of Emergency Services
	Gang Violence Suppression
	1.5
	2.0
	1.8
	1.8
	1.8

	Education
	After School Education & Safety Act (Proposition 49)
	121.5
	121.5
	121.5
	550.0a
	547.0

	Education
	School Safety & Violence Prevention
	.1
	132.1
	89.5b
	94.9b
	100.5b

	Education
	School Safety Consolidated Competitive Grants
	14.0c
	15.6 c
	16.4 c
	17.4 c
	18.1 c

	Other
	Prior year programs with suspended or terminated funding
	12.2
	12.0
	0
	0
	0

	
	TOTALS in millions of dollars
	251.8
	385.4
	294.3
	817.4
	822.5


Sources:  California State Budget Acts FY 03/04 through FY 07/08; budget trailer and appropriations bills; CA Department of Finance; Senate and Assembly Budget Committees; individual state departments and agencies.
Notes
a.  Full funding for the After School Education and Safety Act (Prop 49) was triggered in FY 06-07 at $550 million based on the    terms of the  year 2002 voter initiative.

b. Amounts shown for school safety grants include deferrals from prior years starting in FY 04-05. Deferral is a

     budget strategy designed to meet Prop 98 (minimum education funding) spending levels  from one year to the next. For FY        07- 08, the total of $100.5 million shown includes a deferral amount of  $ 38.7 million from FY 06-07.  
c. Starting in FY 05-06, several categorically funded school-based programs were consolidated into a new School Safety Consolidated Competitive Grant (SSCCG) program administered by the State Dept. of Education with input from the Dept. of Justice.  Programs rolled into this consolidated grant package include: School-Community Policing, Gang Risk Intervention, School Community Violence Prevention, Safety Plans for New Schools and Conflict Resolution Programs.  Prior year appropriations for these programs, show separately  in earlier Commonweal reports, have been combined in this table for consistency with the appropriations shown for the SSCCG grants beginning in FY 05-06. 
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